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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS TO AN I N Q ~ ~ I R Y
I N T O THE ETHNOGRAPHY O F
AFGHANISTAN.
WHENinvited to become a member of this Ninth International Congress of Orientalists, and at the same time
asked t o contribute a Paper in furtherance of the work to
be accomplished by the Congress, I gladly accepted the
former proposal, because of the interest I have always
taken in everything relating to the East ; but with respect
to the latter, though fully sensible of the honour thereby
conferred, I felt some hesitation, owing to my inability to
offer anything worthy the attention of the learned men who
had devoted their lives to the acquirement of Oriental
knowledge, and who would take part in the work of the
Congress.
On reflection, however, it seemed to me that the present
occasion offered a convenient opportunity to bring to the
notice of learned Orientalists some results of a mass of
miscellaneous information relating to the inhabitants of
Afghanistan, which I had acquired during a long period of
service in and about that frontier province of India ; and
m o r e especially so as the course of political events in that
quarter of Central Asia seems likely to bring the ~ e o p l eof
Afghanistan more prominently into notice amongst the
Western nations than they have yet been by their previous
wars with the British in India.
I decided, therefore, to prepare a Paper on the Ethnography of Afghanistan, as a contribution towards the work
of the Ninth International Congress of Orientalists to be
assembled in London in September, 1891, in response to
t h e request above referred to. But, on looking over
Paper for the Ninth.International Congress of Orientalists,
London, September, 1891.
Section (f).

notes and lnernoranda relating to the subject, I found they
were so fragmentary and unconnected-jotted
down as
they had been a t different times and on different occasions
in odd intervals of leisure during the course of many years
of varied official duties-that they could be utilized only as
material in aid of an independent and methodical investigation of the ethnography of that region. A s my memoranda and observations in this connection ranged over the
wide area extending from Balkh-Turkistan to Balochistan in
the one direction, and from the Indus Valley to the Persian
Desert in the other, and thus covered the whole extent of
the ancient Ariana, I thought I might venture to undertake an inquiry into the ethnography of that region under
its modern name of Afghanistan, as comprehended in the
extended application of that term.
On setting to work, however, I soon discovered that a
bare enumeration of the various tribes and clans of the
several distinct nationalities inhabiting that area,-without
entering upon any detail of particulars relating to history,
language, religion, manners, and physical characteristics,was much more than could be intelligibly compressed into
the limits of a paper to be read before the Congress. A t
the same time another difficulty presented itself in regard
to the order in which the various and multitudinous array
of tribes to be disposed of was to be dealt with. Under
these circumstances it occurred to me that, considering
the limited time for the work, the best plan would be
to limit my task to a simple enumeration of the several
tribes now found in Afghanistan, and to identify such
of them as I could with the nations and tribes mentioned by ancient authorities as formerly inhabiting the
region represented by that modern geographical term.
Whilst with reference to the order in which they were to
be dealt with, I thought it most convenient t o take as my
guide the earliest authentic record on the subject, and to
prosecute the inquiry on the basis of the Persian satrapies
described by Herodotus, " the Father of History ;" a11d
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supplementing the informatioil gathered from this source
with that derivable from the worlis of the best-knotvn of the
later Greek and Roman writers, treating upon this part of
Asia subsequent to its conquest by tlie Malcedonians under
,4lexander the Great, as the groundwork of further investigation from more recent and contemporary sources of information, to put the whole together as briefly as possible.
This, in fact, is the course I have adopted, and xvith the
result that, notwithstanding the limited time at my disposal,
and my constant endeavour to be as concise as possible,
consistently with intelligibility in the text, the inquiry has
assumed the proportions of a small volume. This being the
case, and fully sensible as I am of the many defects in my
work, a doubt arose in my mind as to the propriety of submitting so hurriedly arranged and so imperfectly pursued an
investigation to the criticism of the learned men who might
take the trouble to read what I have written. But this doubt
I a t once set aside,under the conviction that the inquiry itself,
however great its imperfections, presents the reader with a t
least a comprehensive view of the inhabitants of Afghanistan
by their tribal nomenclature, such as has never before, so far
as I a m aware, been attempted, or at all events been accomplished, in the English language ; whilst at the same time it
offers to the student of Ethilology the names of a number
of very ancient and now obscure tribes, the investigation of
whose history and antecedents furnishes a wide field for research of a most interesting, if not important, kind, in consequence of their ancient connection with the historical events
or traditionary occurrences that toolc place in India on the
one side and Assyria on the other, in ages remotely distant
from our earliest authentic records.
Pursuing the inquiry after the manner above indicated,
I have attempted no more than a simple statement of the
names of the several rlations recorded in history to have
anciently inhabited this region to which our i n q u i r ~ i limited;
s
coupling with them respectively their modern representatives
by name, together with a list of the clans and ~rincipalsec-

tions into which each such tribe is now divided ; and noting
such of these latter as I have, from independent personal
observation and inquiry, recognised as representing ancient
tribes on the sides of India, or of Persia, or of Assyria, as the
case may be ; irrespective of such recognition having been
either forestalled, or negatived, or unnoticed by others. In
my explanations and affiliations of these tribal names I have
doubtless made many mistakes, and for this reason am glad
to think that my ventures in the direction indicated may lead
others better qualified than myself to turn their attention to
the subject and to give us the true identifications.
A s above stated, this inquiry commences with the account
given by Herodotus of the nations in his time inhabiting the
ancient Persian Empire, of which the region engaging our
attention constituted the eastern portion, and does not in any
way treat of the nations which occupied this region a t a more
remote period, except incidentally when their posterity is recognised in the existing clans or tribes found a t this day in
various of the less accessible parts thereof. And even in
this case as briefly as possible ; for to have described in
any detail the many tribes now found in Afghanistan, whose
names appear in the recitals of the RBmayana and the
MahBbhArat, or in the records of the RBjatBringini, would
have carried us away, however alluring the pursuit, far beyond the limits of the task I had undertaken a t the outset
of this inquiry. T h e subject is one of great interest, and
awaits investigation at the hands of some Orientalist well
acquainted with the ancient history of India, in respect to
the relations of that country with Egypt and Assyria on the
one hand and with Tartary and Tibet, including Burmah,
on the other ; in which last quarter and Manipur, we find the
namesakes of such tribes as the Khachin, Kitki, Khaki
(Khakien of Burmah), etc., of the Indus border mountain
ranges.
For in the SbzZu'oKn of the Rjmayana and the
MahabhLrat, we have many important historical truths relating to the ancient colonization of the Indian continent by
conquering invaders from each of the quarters above men-
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tioned, all designedly coilcealed in the priestly phraseology
of the Brahman, but with such exactitude of method, nicety
of expression, and particularity of detaiI, as to render the
whole capable of being transformed into a sober, intelligible,
and pl-obable history of the political revolutions that took
place over the extent of India during ages antecedent to the
records of authentic history, by any one who will take the
trouble to read the Sanskrit aright through the veil of
allegory so transparently covering it.
Of the several nations named by Herodotus and tnentioned a s inhabiting certain Persian satrapies, which were
included within the area of the region afterwards known as
Ariana, almost every one is a t this day represented by a
so-called Afghan tribe of precisely the same name, and in
much the same situation too as that assigned by Herodotus
to the ancient nation of which it is the relic or survival.
T h e same may be said also in regard to the various nations
mentioned by the later Greek and Roman writers as in
their times,-the first two or three centuries of the Christian era,-inhabiting different parts of this region, which in
their day had come to be known by a geographical nomenclature of provinces and districts unknown to Herodotus.
But amongst the clans and sections of these existing tribes,
bearing the names of the ancient nations above referred to,
is found a variety of names evidently belonging to different
races and nationalities the ethnic affinities of which afford
an interesting subject for investigation.
Some of these clans and sections, especially all along the
mountain ranges bordering upon the Indus, are at once
recognisable by name as representatives of the posterity of
nations of a remote antiquity in this part of Northern India
and Central Asia, as recorded in Sanskrit writings, such as
the RBmayana, MahAbhBrata, Harivansa, Vishnh PurBna,
etc., and referable to aboriginal Indian races on the one
hand and t o early Skythic invaders, principally of the
Nhga race, on the other. Whilst in other parts of the
country, chiefly in Balochistan, are found tribes whose

rtarnes indicate affinity with the ancient Assyrian and Babylonian races.
Bcsickes these, there are other tribes, fou~ldin the areas
i,f these ancient satrapies, and mentioned by Greek writers
subsecjuently to the conquest by Alexander the Great,
m-hich bear names of a stamp different from the ~ r e c e d i n g ,
a n d clearly referable, some to T11ral;ian affinities, and
others to S1;~rthian. Amongst these last are classed, by
t h e n ~ t i v eAfghan genealogists, a number of tribes bearing
R a j p l ~ trlanles referable to the S&kB Skythian races, of later
arrival in India than the Njga Skythians above mentioned,
b u t earlier than the Jata Skythians who dispossessed the
Greelis of Caktriana, and swarmed into India a t about t h e
s a m e period that other Jata hordes of their kindred surged
~vt.est~varcl
into Europe, as Jutes, Goths, and Vandals, the
j i t , Jht, and hlandan of our Indus valley tribes.
Coupled with these are certain other tribes whose names
are found neither in the early Greek nor Sansltrit writings,
b u t appear, some of them only, for the first time in MuhamrnacIan authors of comparatively recent times, and, most of
them, in the modcrn tribal nomenclature of the country. I n
this category are included representatives of the Alexandrian Greek conquerors, and later Turk and Mughal invaders, commo~lly designated Tatar ; though the T a t a r
proper beIongs to a much earlier period, being mentioned
in the Mahhbhhrat as the Tittar, along with various tribes
of Turk race.
T h e above brief sketch conveys some idea of the composite constitution of the existing population of the Afghanistan t o which our inquiry is directed. T h e various race
elements composing it afford so many subjects for special
study and research, as to when and under what circurnstances they came into the localities they now severally
occupy in that country. In one or two instances I have
ventured to indicate the origin of tribes whose true del-ivation was previously unknown and altogether unsuspected
e v e n by the very people themselves ; although their persis-

tent avowal of descent from a source different from that of
any of the other peoples amongst whom they dwell, vvould
have led one to expect the survival of some tribal tradition
relating to their origin ; but if such forn~erlyexisted, as is
very probably the case, it has long since been forgotten
under the levelling influences of a jealous Muhammadanism,
combined with the ignorance attending degradation and
barbarism. S o that now, though the knowledge of a distinct racial origin survives, there is no legend, token, or
tradition amongst the people to point out where the distinction lies ; and in default of better information they are
content to receive, certainly with more or less of indifference, if not incredulity as well, the silly fables concocted for
them by Musalman priests as f~illof religious zeal as they
are empty of historic lore.
T h e remarks just made in reference to some two or three
particular tribes of Afghanistan may be appropriately extended t o most of the others of old date in the country,
T h e absurd etymologies and stupid stories of the Musalman genealogists in explanation of the names borne by
various Pathan tribes have done much to obliterate the
memory of traditions formerly current amongst the people.
But, fortunately, proper names have seldom been distorted
beyond recognition, in the case of the larger and better
known tribes at least ; although, not unfrequently, some of
the lesser clans have adopted purely Musalman surnames
to the total effacement of the original patronymic ; even in
these, however, the old name sometimes still lin,aers as
an alternative appellation, or it is preserved as the ancient
designation by neighbouring tribes. T h e tribal traditions,
though largely corrupted under Musalman influences, for
the most part retain some faint clue to, or hazy feature of,
the original ; a lucky circumstance which sometimes enables
the investigator to connect the garbled account with some
corresponding record of authentic history.
For instance, there is the Baralti tribe of Kabul. This
tribe is in Afghanistan aclinowledged to be of different

origin from all the other ~ e o p l e samongst whom tl1e~7
dwell. But nobody mentions the existence of any tradition
as to whence they originally came ; though then~selvesand
their neighbour tribes with one accord declare that they
were planted in their present seats in the Logar valley of
Kabul by Mahtnhd of Ghazni. But they say, with one
accord also, that they are by descent neither Afghan nor
Pathan, being excluded from their genealogies; further,
they say that they are neither Turl; nor Tajik, nor Ghilzi
nor Kurd, nor HazBrah nor Mughal. In fact, of the Baraki
tribal traditions really nothing is known for certain, and
next to nothing of their peculiarities in respect to domestic
manners and customs. They are known to use a peculiar
dialect of their own amongst themselves, though ordinarily
they speak the vernacular of the district in which they reside; those dwelling about Kabul using the Pukhto, and
those in Kunduz and the Tajik States north of Hindu Kush
using the Persian. Of their own Baraki dialect very little
is known to others, and frorn the very meagre vocabularies
of it which have hitherto been obtained no definite opinion
can be formed, though it is probable that careful examination would disclose a great majority of Greek elements.
T h e Baraki are a fine manly race, of generally fairer complexion than those amongst whom they live, and are sometimes quite as fair as Englishmen ; at least, I have seen two
such. Anlongst the Afghans they enjoy a reputation for
intelligence and bravery superior to the ordinary standard
of those qualities amongst their countrymen, and are
credited with a loyalty to the ruling Barakzi dynasty so
marked as to obtain record in the writings of contemporary
native authors, and attested by their almost exclusive employment as the palace guards at Kabul since the time of
the Amir Dost Muhammad Khan.
T h e Baraki possess their own hereditary lands, castles,
and villages, and are principally engaged in agriculture and
sheep-breeding, though many take service in the regular
army, and some engage in trade as caravan merchants.
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1hey are snicl to have formerly been a very rlunlerous atid
powerful tribe, holding extensive territory throughout the
country from Kunduz and Indarab, north of Hindu Kush,
to the Logar valley and ButkhBk in the Iiabul district, and
to Kanigoram on the Suleman range; but now they are
much reduced and scattered, their principal seats being in
the Baralti castles of Logar, where they are agricultural,
and in the IChinjBn and BaghlBn districts of Kunduz,
where they are pastoral ; they have lesser settlements in
Kaoshan district on Hindu Kush, and in Icanigoram district on the Suleman range. They are reckoned at between twenty and thirty thousand families altogether, half
the number being south of Hindu Kush and the rest to its
north. In this latter direction their chief place is the village of Baraki in the BaglBn district of Kunduz ; and this
appears to have been the original settlement of the tribe in
this part of the world. For it is said, as above noted, that
they were planted in Logar by Mallmitd of Ghazni (in the beginning of the eleventh century), who afterwards gave them
certain lands in Kanigoram as a reward for their services
in his expeditions into Hindustan. As to the origin of the
Baraki nothing is known by the Afghans ; by some they
are classed amongst the 'Tajik, and by others they are
reckoned as Kurd ; whilst the Baralti the~nselvesprefer to
be considered as Arab, perhaps of the Koresh tribe, that
convenient refuge of so many of the wild tribes of these
parts, who on entering the fold of the ennobling faith become ashamed of their poor relations, and willingly forget
all about their early parentage. T h e foregoing is what we
learn lrom the local sources of information available amongst
*

the people themselves.
But from our more extended inquiry the Baraki of
Afghanistan appear to be no other than the modern representatives of the captive Greeks who were transported,
in the sixth century before Christ, by Darius Hystaspes,
king of Persia, froin the Libyan BLrk& to the Baktrian
territory, as recorded by Herodotus, who further tells us
D
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that the village which these exiles there built and called
UArk2, was still inhabited in his time, which was about a century later. It appears also from the passage I have quoted
in this connection from Arrian, that in the time of Alexander's campaign in Baktria, say a century later again, the
descendants of these Birkai, or Barkaians, were still there;
and not only so, but also that their true origin was known
to the follo~versof Alexander. F o r although Arrian does
not mention the BBrkai by name, it can be only to them
that he refers when incidentally mentioning the Kyrenes or
Kyreneans in the passage above referred to. F o r otherwise what couId Kyreneans be doing in this distant part of
Asia ? If they were not the descendants of those who
had been transported to this very tract by Darius from
BarkP, a colony of Kyrene, then who were they ? From
the tenor of Arrian's account it ~vould seem that these
Barliai in Eaktria were recognised as the posterity of the
exiles from Kyrene, and that the history of their presence
there was so well known at that time as not t o require
any special explanation in mentioning them by the name
of the country xvllence they had originally come. Besides,
it is probable that in their passage of the Kioshan Pass
over Hindu Kush, at that time in the possession of these
Kyreneans, as it is now of the Baraki, the Makedonian
army received succours in the form of supplies and guides,
which the historian, bent on magnifying the exploits of
his hero, would not care to lay too much stress upon.
T h e district in Baktria to which the Barltai of Herodotus
were transported would appear t o be the present Baghlan ;
and the existing village of Baraki there probably marks
the site of the village they there buiIt and named Bark&.
In the text of my "Inquiry into the Ethnography of
Afghanistan," I have preferred, rightly or wrongly, the
Baraki in Logar as the original settlement of the BArkai
in these parts, because of its being the better ltnown of
t h t two ; tl~oughthe Baraki in Bughlan accords best with
the situation indicated by I-Ieroclotus-the district in Bak-
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tria-whilst the other is in Baktriana, or the wider territory
of Baktria proper.
There was another body of Greek exiles recorded to
have been settled, by Xerxes after his flight from Greece,
in much the same part of this Balctrian country ; namely,
the Brankhidai of Milesia on the Hellespont. According
t o Arrian's account, their posterity settled in Sogdia, were
exterminated, and their village there levelled with the
ground and effaced altogether by Alexander, in punishment, it is alleged, of the crime committed by their grandsires a t Didymus.
It is probable, however, that this
punishment only involved the people of one particular
village ; many of their kinsmen residing elsewhere escaping
the fury of Alexander. Anyhow it seems that traces of
the posterity of these Brankhidai are still to be found in
Afghanistan ; where, indeed, formerly they seem to have
been a numerous and widely-distributed tribe, to judge
from the several different places bearing their name.
T h e original settlement of the Brankhidai, when transported into Baktria, appears to have been in the modern
Indarab district, north of Hindu Kush ; where there still
exists, in the hills to the east of Khost and bordering on
Badakhshan territory, a canton called Barang or Farang,
inhabited by a people called Barangi, and classed among
the Tajilc population. They may represent the ancient
Brankhidai or Brankhoi, and perhaps in their original settlement in Baktria. There is another place not far distant
referable to the same people, and situated to the west of
Indarab, and on the south slope of Hindu Kush ; namely,
BarangBn, or FarangAn, a cluster of villages in the Ghorband district ; the name is the plural form of Barang, and
a native of the place would be naturally called Barangi. A
few miles from this place, is a very ancient lead mine, unused for ages, and its existence apparently unknown to the
people of the neighbourhood till its discovery by Dr. Lord
in 1839-40; to judge from his description of it, the mine
might well have been the work of Greelts, perhaps of the

.
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Branbhoi, our Barangi, of the vicinity. The shaft, it is
stated, descended one hundred feet perpendicular before
it reached the ore ; and the galleries had been run and the
shafts sunk \vith a degree of skill that showed an acquaintance with the lie of the mineral, and an engineering knowledge that coulcl scarcely be exceeded in the present day. Besides the above-mentioned, there is another district
called Barang in the Nawagai division of Bajaur on t h e
Indus border; probably so named after its former settlers,
of whom traces might possibly be brought to light by local
inquiry. There is also a village called Farangi in the
Koh-dhman of Kabul, and another callecl Farangabad o r
Piringabad in the Mastung Valley, south of Quetta in
Balochistan ; both names are different pronunciations of
Barangi, which is the same as the Greek Brankhoi, of
tvl~ichBranlihidai is a derivative. But besides these traces
of Barangi occupancy, we have a clan of that name forming a division of the Syini branch of the Lodi-Afghan, and
comprising numerous sections as shown in our " Inquiry."
T h e above-mentioned Baraki or B2rhai, and Barangi or
B?.n~zkhoiare both instances of Greek settlements in this
remote frontier of ancient Persia at a period antecedent
by several generations to the conquest by Alexander t h e
Great. Inquiry would, no doubt, lead to the discovery of
marly other instances of Greek cities and colonies surviving
to our day, and probably by names but little altered by the
lapse of centuries, the changes of revolutions, and the succession of dynasties. In the modern town of Andikho&,
and the existing tribe of S h e k l ~Ali, both within the area
of the ancient Baktria proper ; our " Inquiry," shows the
one t o represent the Antiolrhia built as a Syrian city by
Antiokhus the son of Seleukus ; and the other to represent
the Greek Aioloi, who, it would seem, colonized this part
of the country in considerable strength, perhaps, as t h e
chief or foremost tribe amongst those constituting t h e
support of the Greek kings of Balitria. But these are
by no ineans the only Greel; names that our " Inquiry "
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has brought to notice, as will be seen by reference
thereto.
T h e Alexandrian conquest of the Persian Empire no
doubt brought about great and important changes in the
population of the country. But it tvould appear that the
Greek element had already become strongly diffused more
or less throughout the wide extent of that sovereignty for
centuries before the birth of Alexander the Great; and
very likely this circumstance, in its way, contributed to the
celerity and success of the military achievements of that
great conqueror. Each of the four great di~~isions
of the
ancient Greeks-the
Ibnoi, the Aioloi, the Doroi, and the
Boioi-had for nigh a thousand years prior to the Makeclonian invasion, established powerful and flourishing colonies
in Asia Minor, and these, in the pursuit of their own interests and affairs, were the means of bringing the sovereigns of Persia and Lesser Asia into more or less close
relations, hostile or otherwise as the case might be, with
the leaders of the ever unstable and turbulent Greek States
in Europe. Further, it would seern that these Asiatic
Greelr colonies, a t an early period after their establishment, sent out adventurous bands of emigrants, even into
the far east of the Persian dominions. The Ibnoi
(Ionians), the Doroi (Dorians), especially, together with
the Mysoi (Mysians), and Lydoi (Lydians), it would seem,
advanced eastwards up to the borders of the Indus at a
very early period, if we are to recognise them in the
Javana or Jhna and the Dor or Dbdh of the Sanskrit
writings, and in the Mhsa and the Lodi of the Musulmans.
Be this as it may, however, it seems that these several
Greek tribes made numerous and powerful settlements in
the territory of our Afghanistan during the period of the
Greek sovereignty in that country ; for their names, in the
forms of Jhna and Yhnus, of Dor, Dorh, and Dbdh, of
Aali and ~ l i and
, of BBe and B&i, of Mhsa and of Lodi,
appear frequently amongst the clans and sections of the'
existing Afghan tribes ; chiefly amongst the Pathan t r i b e

along the Indus border. Some of these, as the Jhna, Dor,
and B3i have found a place in the Rajpht genealogies ;
not as true Iishatrya by descent, but as tribeless Rajpht
by adoption, on account of association and common national
interest. The names Yhnus and Ali are Musulman forms
of the Greek Ibnoi and Aioloi. T h e Greek Akhaioi may
possibly in some instances be represented by the Afghan
AkA ; b u t there is a difficulty of etymology here, and it is
more likely that the Afghan Aka uniforlnly represents
the AkB tribe of the NBga, anciently the dominant race
in Northern India, and largely figuring in the Sanskrit
writings.
Besides the instances above adduced there are some
other less known tribes or clans, which may possibIy represent the posterity of Greek colonists. In my " Inquiry " I
have briefly adverted to the settlements of his own made
by Alexander in the Indus provinces of Afghanistan, a s
indicated by Strabo; and in another passage have also
noted that, accorclitlg to Seneca, the Greek language was
spoken on the Indus so late as the middle of the first
century after Christ; if, indeed, it did not continue t o be
the coIloq~1ia1in some parts of that valley up t o a considerably later period still. Anyhow, from the statement of
Seneca, above alluded to, we may conclude that the Greek
language was commonly spoken along the Indus, say in t h e
sixth generation, or nearly a hundred and eighty years
after the overthrow of the Greelc dominion in our Afghanistan by the Jata. Who, then, were the people by whom
this Greek was spoken on tile Indus so long a while after
the destruction of Greek sway in that region ? T h e y could
be none other than the progeny of the Greelc colonists
established there some two hundred years before the overthrow of the Greek kingdom of Baktria, above referred to ;
a .progeny, too, by Greek women, for it is the mother's
language which the infant learns. This is a conclusion
which' shouId not excite surprise when we consider the
numerous instances, recorded by ancient Greek and Roman
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writers, of the employment of Greek women in the households of the Indian princes and nobles of that day, and
sometimes in the retinue of Greek ladies married to Indian
sovereigns and grandees. There is no doubt that the
Greeks accompanying Alexander freely took wives from
the women of the countries they had conquered ; but after
their rule was established under Greek kings, there is
equally no doubt that the successive reinforcements they
received from the home country were accompanied by more
or less large convoys of merchants, mechanics, menials, and
emigrants, amongst whom was a no small proportion of
Greek women.
Moreover, it is to be borne in mind, that although the
Jata deprived the Greeks of the paramount authority and
kingly rule, the Greek was by no means thereby effaced,
nor at once degraded by the conquest of the barbarian.
On the contrary, he long continued to exercise the just
influences of his superior knowledge and higher civilization,
and probably also, as an honoured subordinate, was granted
a fair share in the government and administration of the
country from the paramount rule of which he had been
deposed. As, indeed, is evidenced by the use of his language on the coinage of the new Sovereigns during several
succeeding centuries ; as is attested by the art of his architects and sculptors, the more durable relics of whose work
are in our day so plentifully discovered in the ruins of
former habitations throughout the area of Greek occupancy
in this region ; as is visible in the Greek cast of decorative
art, in the domestic furniture and utensils of the people, as
practised by them a t the present time ; and as is traceable,
if I mistake not, in the presence of Greek vocables and
derivatives in the very vernacular of the country itself.
Results such as these could proceed only from Greeks
naturalized to the soil, and maintaining their nationality
and civilization, in more or less of integrity, for a long
period after their fall from the high position and dominant
authority they had possessed and exercised. With the

lapse of time, however, and the operation, of dynastic
changes, the Greelcs of Ariana gradually lost their influence through the resulting decay of their national characteristics, and finally-perhaps not before the rise of IslAmbecame lost to view in the common multitude of the Infidel
of these parts ; along with whom they afterwards passed
undistinguished into the fold of the Faithful, where we now
find their descendants.
T h e Greeks were dispossessed of Balrtria, and deprived
Goths of
of their rule in Afghanistan by the Jata-the
Asia-whose tribes are largely represented in the population of the north-eastern parts of the country, and all. along
the Indus valley. But before proceeding to notice these
later arrivals, we may here conveniently refer to the tribal
constituents of the population of ancient Ariana prior to the
Alexandrian conquest, or at the period iillmediately preceding that great event. From the records quoted in our
" Inquiry " it appears that
the western portion of that
region was inhabited by Persian tribes, ainoilgst whom had
intruded at a comparatively recent date at that period-the
middIe of the fifth century before Christ, when Herodotus
wrote-various hordes of the nomadic Skythians, called
SAkL, Sakai (Saxons), by the Persians and Creeks
respectively.
T h e Persian tribes mentioned by Herodotus, and stated
to have been exempt from the payment of tribute-and
probably for the most part inhabiting Persia proper-were
the Pasargadai, the Maraphoi, and the Maspioi ; the Panthialai, the Derusiai, and the Germanoi, who were all husbandmen ; and the Daoi, the Mardoi, the Dropikoi, and the
Sagartoi, who were all nomads. These were the principal
tribes of the Persians, and they are enumerated by Herodotus
in the three separate groups as above distinguished. Of these
the first group comprised the tribes of the royal family and
ruling classes. Of the three names given, the first in the
list and,.the noblest of all, Pasargaclai, is rather a descriptive
title than a tribal patronymic. T h e name seems to be the
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Greek form . of the Persian Pimr Kan'a-" Sons of the
House," which was probably the colloquial term applied to
the tribe to which the royal family belonged. In fact, as
Herodotus says, "among then1 (the Pasargadai) is the family
of the Akhaimenides from which the kings of Persia are
descended." That is to say, one of the Pasargadai, or
Pisau K a d a clans, was called Akhaimenes, which is probably
the Greeli rendering of a native name-perhaps
Akd~xznnush,or " Men of the AkA race " ; the Akh being a tribe
of the NAga, to which also belonged the Mada, or Medes.
T h e tribe in which this Akhaimenes, or Akdmanz~sh,clan
was incorporated, was
the Kurush (so named after
the Kuru, another great tribe of Nhga race), from which
Cyrus (Kurush) took his name. T h e Kurush, as shown by
our " Inquiry," are still largely represented by that name in
our Afghanistan ; of which country itself the Persian king
Cyrus was not improbably a native. T h e Maraphoi may
be represented by the Mar3f sections fourid in some of the
Pathan tribes ; the name may also be connected with the
M a d f district to the south of Ghazni along the western
skirt of the Suleman range. T h e NIaspioi inay stand for
one of the cIans of the great Aswa tribe celebrated in the
legends of antiquity relating to this part of Asia ; the name
is most likely the Greek form of Mch-a@, in the colloquial
Meh-ha?, " the great Isap," and may be now represented
by the Isap, Isapzi, or Yusufzi of Afghanistan, the Asjioi of
Strabo and Arrian.
T h e three tribes in the second group--Pantl~ialai,Derusiai,
and Germanoi-all of whom were husbandmen, evidently
represented the settled agricultural or peasant population
of the Persian race. T h e last named is represented now-adays by the people of the province of Kirman, in thesoutheast of the modern Persia; but it is probable that formerly
a branch of these I r ' i ~ m a n had
i
an occupancy on the Indus,
where they gave their name to the Kirman district watered
by the Icuram river. T h e Panthialai also, it would seem,
forlnerly had a settlement on the Indus border, for we have

n district, in the Mahmand hills north of Peshawar, called

I'andiali, which probably tool< its name from this tribe of
the Persians ; the Pandiali are not now found as a separate
territorial tribe in Afghanistan, though it is probable that
traces of them exist among the Tajik population. T h e
Derusiai are now represented in Afghanistan by the Darazi
or Darzai tribe inhabiting the Ghor hills to the east of
Herat, and supposed to be a branch of the Druses of the
Lebanon in Syria.
T h e third group comprises the four tribes, Daai, Mardoi,
Dropikoi (Derbikoi of Strabo), and Sagartoi, all nomades.
Each of these tribes is represented in our Afghanistan ; the
two first named by the DBhi clans of Hazkmh, among which
is one called DBhi Marda ; they are probably more fully
represented among the IlyBt of Persia. The Dropikoi, I have
in our " Inquiry " supposed to be represented by the Rajpht
minstrel clan D h n d i or Dhnn5iKi, from the similarity of the
name to the Derbilroi of Strabo; though the Rajpht are not
supposed to have come into these western borders of ancient
Ariana at this early period; but they may have been adopted
into the Rajpht genealogies, like many other tribeless clans
of Rajpht. T h e Sagartoi are not found by that name a s a
separate tribe in Afghanistan; perhaps they Inay be included
among the Tajik of Sistan, or among the Ilyat of Sagarkand
to the south of Sistan ; or they may be represented by the
SBgari or Saghri clan of the Ichattak on the Indus in
Peshawar district.
All the foregoing tribes were of the Persian race proper,
and as such exempt from the payment of tribute. Hence
their names do not appear amoirg the nations named as
composing the several satrapies respectively. Of these
last, the tribute-paying nations, Herodotus furnishes us
with the names of a considerable number, whose territories
gover~lments
lay in the different satrapies or
wl~ichwere included within the g-eographical limits of the
ancient Ariana-our Afghanistan-as defined at the outset
of our " Inquiry." Almost every one of these nations is to-
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day represented among the inhabitants of Afghanistan by
tribes bearing similar names, and situated in the corresponding satrapies, so far as the position and extent of these are
determined by the identity of nomenclature.
F o r instance, the second satrapy, comprising the Mysoi,
the Lydoi, the Lasonoi (called in another passage Kabaloi
Meionoi), the Kabaloi, and the Hygennoi, is shown by our
" Inquiry" to have occupied that central portion of our Afghanistan which is contained between the Kabul and Helmand rivers o n the north and west, and bounded by the
SuIeman and Khojak Amran ranges of mountains on the
east and south respectively. In other words, the second
satrapy of Herodotus comprised the modern Afghan districts of Kabul, Ghazni, and Kandahar together. Because
t h e several nations mentioned by him as composing that
satrapy are to-day represented in the area above roughly
defined by the territorial tribes named Miha, Lhdi, Miydni,
KAbuli, and KhhgBni. T h e Lasoni are not now found by
that name in this area, but they are represented in Balochistan by the Lasi, LasBni, Lashhi and LaghAri, all
variants of the original patronymic Las, after which is
named the Las Bkla province of Balochistan. T h e Lhdi,
whose history as an Afghan people is fairly well known, are
not now found as a separate territorial tribe in Afghanistan,
having bodily emigrated to Hindustan in comparatively
recent times. T h e others are all well-known tribes in the
area spoken of
Again, the seventh satrapy comprised the Sattagydai, the
Gandarioi, the Dadikai, and the Aparytai, "joined together," as Herodotus states. Each of these nations I have
shown to be now represented by the Khattak, Shattak, or
Sattag (for the name is met with in each of these forms),
the Gandhari, the Dadi, and the Afridi; and from their
several occupancies along the Indus border, have marked
out roughly the situation and extent of this satrapy. I t lay
along the Indos u p to the eastern watershed of the Suleman
range, and its northern extension of Sufed Koh and Khybar
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range to the mountains of Dajaur ; and estended fro111 the
Bola11 Pass in the south to the ~vatersliedof the lofty mountains separating it from the eleventh satrapy in the north.
T h e eleventh satrapy comprised the Kaspioi, the Pausiltoi,
he Pantimathoi, and the Daritai. I t lay athwart that just
described, through the ancient Paropamisus, from the
Arghandab valley in the west t o the Kashmir border in
the east ; being bounded in the south by the second satrapy
above mentioned towards the west and by the seventh
onwards to the Indus in the east; whilst in the north it
was bounded by the twelfth satrapy, to be next noticed.
T h e Kaspioi I have supposed to be a tribe of the modern
ICasllmir country, and as such beyond the area of our
inquiry. T h e Pausikai I have recognised as t h e P h i or
Pasiki of the Rajataringini, the modern PashGi of Lughman
and Ghorband, and in the " Inquiry" have included the Bash
or Bashgali of Kafiristan wit11 them, though these last probably derive from a different source; from a later invasion
of the northern Nomads, and speaking a different language, though probably of the same stoclc as the Yasi
originally. T h e Pantimathi I suppose to be represented by
the Mati of the Arghandab and Upper Helmand valleys.
. T h e Daritai are the Darada of the Sanskrit, the modern
Dardu of Dardistan.
T h e twelfth Satrapy comprised the Baktroi as far as
the Aiglai, and is represented by the modern Balkh and
Badakhshan, now commonly called Afghan Turkistan. I t
extends from the Murghhb river on the west to the Sarikol
Pamir in the east; being bounded on the north by the Oxus,
and on the south by Hindu Kush and Kohi Bhba. I t
was here that were settled, several generatiocs before the
Alexandrian campaign, those Greek exiles from Kyrene
and Milesia, the BBrkai and Branlthai, whose posterity we
have recognised in the Baraki and Barangi, at this day
dwelling in the very seats originally allotted by Darius
Hystaspes and Xerxes to their remote ancestors. And it
was here that was established the centre of the Greek
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dominion in this part of Asia resulting from the conquest of
Persia by Alexander the Great. What connection, if any,
the one may have had with the other is a very interesting
question for investigation by the historian and statesman.
For not only have we here the posterity of the Greek exiles
above mentioned, but also that of the Greeks who ruled
this country as its conquerors and naturalized citizens for a
period of two hundred years; from 330 B.c., when Alexander took possession of the country, to 126 B.c., when his
successors here were deprived of the government by the
barbarian Jata. T h e Greeks took the country from the
Baktri, whom, it would seem, they also deprived of their
lands, for the Baktri were the only people who obstinately
opposed the progress of Alexander after he had passed
from Aria (Herat) into Drangia (Sistan). But however
this may be, there are no Baktri now known by that name
as a tribe in this satrapy. Their modern representatives are supposed to be the EakhtyBri (for Bakhtari, from
Bakhtar, the native original of the Greek Baktria), now found
settled principally in Persia, and scattered about sparsely
in different parts of Afghanistan as travelling merchants
and carriers ; though they have small settlements in Kandahar, at Margha in Arghaskn, at Drkband in KolBchi of
the Indus DerajBt, and a few other places. In Balkh their
place appears to be occupied by the Shekh Ali and Ali
Ilahi, or Ali Ali tribes, whom I have supposed to represent
the Aioloi Greek; and it is probable that representatives of
other Greek tribes may yet be discovered among the socalled Tajik population of the petty States of Badakhshan,
inasmuch as many of the existing chiefs and noble families
of that country claim descent from Alexander and his
followers. In later times a new racial element has been
introduced into the population of this province by the invasion of Uzbak and Turkman tribes, mostly nomads; but
in numbers sufficient to have acquired for the country the
modern designation of Afghan Turkistan.
T o the north of this Baktria province, across the Oxus,
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and to its west, beyond the RlurgLb, lay the sixteenth
satrapy of .Herodotus, which comprised the Parthoi, Khorasmoil Sogdoi, and Arioi. Of these nations only the first
named and the last come within the range of our inquiry.
T h e Parthoi, who occupied the modern Sarakhs and Mashhad districts, are of interest to us as the nation to which
belonged the celebrated Arsaki tribe, now represented by
the Harzagi division of the Tur1;oman of Marv-a tribe
anciently associated very intimately with the Greeks of
Bal~tria, and which gave its name to the dynasty inore
familiarly known as that of the Arsacides. T h e name
Parthoi may be the Greek rendering of the native PBrs, or
Bhrs, which means "Leopard," used as the national designation of the IComBn or Turk KomBn of these parts, according t o the usage anciently current amongst the Skythic
hordes. In which case the Parthoi of Herodotus would
now be represented by the Turkman tribes of the Marv
country, who have recently become subjects of the Russian
Empire. T h e Arioi occupied the modern Herat country,
and are now represented by the Herati, the Haravi of
Muhammadan writers, and perhaps the Harhya of the Rajpht genealogies. They are not now ltnown as a distinct
territorial tribe by that name in the Herat province, but
are scattered about in isolated families all over Afghanistan,
chiefly in the larger cities and centres of town population,
where they are engaged as scribes, shop-keepers, artisans,
and s o forth.
T o the south of the Herat province, the ancient Aria, lay
the fourteenth satrapy of Herodotus, which comprised the
Sagartoi, the Sarangoi, Thamanai, Utoi, Mykoi, " a n d
those who inhabit the islands on the Red Sea, in which the
king settles transported convicts." This satrapy is represented by the modern Sistan province and western MakrBn.
Of these nations, the Sagartoi have been mentioned above
as nomads, and described among the principal Persian
tribes who were exempt from tribute. Here we have them
again, but included among the nations paying tribute. T h e
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Sarangoi were the same people as the Zarangoi and Drangai,
inhabitants of Drangia, the modern Sistan, in ivhich country
the site of their capital city is now marked by the ruins of
Zarang. T h e name has been revived in i ~ o d e r ntimes in
the national appellation of the Durani, as explained in our
" Inquiry," though probably the tribe itself is now represented by the Kiyhni of Sistan, a Persian tribe of ancient
date, supposed to be the same as the Kakiya of the Sansltrit writings, and to include the existent Khkar Pathan of
the SuIeman range, who are called ICLyail, I<ailiBn, and
KaikBnhn by Muhammadan authors. The Thamanai are
the modern Tymani of Ghor. T h e Utoi are now represented in ilfghanistan by the Utmhn tribes on the Indus
border, to which quarter they migrated from the Kandahar
country in the fifteenth century as described in our " Inquiry." The Mykoi I have supposed to be represented
in Afghanistan by the MAlth, though probably they are
better represented in Persia-along with the Uti, also-by
the Multi.
T h e remaining portion of ancient Ariana was covered
by the seventeenth satrapy of Herodotus, which comprised
the Parikanoi and Asiatic Ethiopians. I t lay to the south
of the second satrapy, first above mentioned, and is represented by the modern Balochistan. T h e terms used by
Herodotus to designate the natives of this satrapy are
somewhat indefinite, though they may be comprehensive
enough. T h e Greek Parikanoi seems to be a close transcript of the Persian form of a Sanskrit designation ; of
ParikAn, the Persian plural form of the Sanksrit Parva-kL,
which means I' of the mountains," or "mountaineer " ; and
may represent the Brahwi of Eastern Balochistan, or the
ICalBt Highlands. The Asiatic Ethiopians evidently refers
to the various Khsh, Mash, Mach, Khj, or Kaj tribes, after
cvhom the country is still named, in its great divisions of
Mach Gandava and Kaj Maltran. T h e principal of these
tribes was the Gadara, after which people the country was
called Gadrosia by the later Greeks. They seen1 to be
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the same people as the Garuda (Eagles) of the Sansltrit
writings, the inveterate foes ancl destroyers of the NAga
(Snakes). T h e y are now represented by the Gadari of L a s
I3kla. Another nTas the Boledi (mentioned by Ptolemy),
and xvhose real name seems to have been Bola, probably
deriving from the Assyrian (Asura of the MahAbhhrat)
Bael, BaI, or Bel. In the foregoing enumeration we have
the names of all the principal tribes, as mentioned by Heroclotus, inhabiting our Afghanistan in the century preceding
its conquest by Alesander the Great. In the RAmayana,
MahAbhBrat, and other Sanskrit writings, we have the
names of many tribes dwelling in these parts a t the same
early period, some of which are identifiable with nations
named by Herodotus, and others of svhich. were probably
included among their clans or tribes. But this is too long
a subject to enter into now. Nor indeed have I touched
it in the course of our " Inquiry " ; reierring to which I would
merely observe here, that among the various names appearing in the sections of the several clans and tribes of
Afghanistan, many are recognisable as of Sanskrit record,
and as such referable to a period antecedent to the Greek
invasion. Thus, from Herodotus on the side of Persia,
and the Sanskrit records on the side of India, we are
enabled to obtain a fairly complete view of the racial eleinents composing the population of Ariana a t the time of
its conquest by Alexander the Great.
By the historians of his campaign, and the geographies
of Strabo and Ptolemy relating to this newly-opened part of
the world, we are furnished with a different nomenclature of
peoples and provinces contained within the region to which
our inquiry is directed. Some of these peoples are a t once
recognised as those mentioned by the earlier authorities
above indicated, whilst others are explicitly described as
tribes of the invading barbarians by whom the Greek rule
and civilization in these parts was overthrown and ultimately
destroyed ; but besides these there is a third set of naines
referable to neither of the preceding categories, and which,
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though few in number, require f ~ ~ r t h eelucidation.
r
The
list of these tribes and their allotment in the three categories
above mentioned is too lengthy for description here. I
merely allude to the subject now, to point out that after
investigating all the names of nations and tribes, in this
region of Ariana, which are mentioned by the ancient
authorities prior and subsequent to the Alexandrian conquest, as above indicated, and adding to these the tribes
introduced by the later Turk, Mughal, and Tatar invasions
during the b4uhamrnadan period, we still have a few tribal
names the affinities of which can be referred neither to the
one nor the other of the preceding sources. These tribes,
from the similarity of names, I have supposed to represent
the posterity of certain Thrakin and Lydian tribes assumed
t o have accompanied or followed the Greelts, who tve know
conquered, ruled, ancl colonized extensively this our
Afghanistan some twenty-two centuries ago ; and who, we
also now know, established the seat of their authority in the
province .vvhich for several generations preceding had already
been occupied by two distinct and more or less numerous
settlements of their own nationality ; and the posterity of
which earlier Greek colonists sve now discover in the Baralti
and Barangi inhabiting the very localities assigned by the
ancient authors before cited to the original settlements in
this region of the BBrltai and Brankhai Greeks. Now, if,
as seems t o be clearly established, the ,posterity of the
Greek exiles above described, first planted in Baktria
in the sixth and fifth centuries before Christ respectively,
have survived down to our day in the very tracts originally
settled by their remote ancestors, surely we may reasonably expect to find some ~ o s t e r i t yof those Greeks who
during the two succeeding centuries a t least occupied, if
they did not also thoroughly colonize, this same region in
vastly greater numbers, and under incomparably more
favourable conditions, than were ever enjoyed by their
compatriot predecessors above mentioned.
T h e Afghan tribes which I suppose to be of Greek

ancestry, arc the various clans and tribes called ~ l ori Aili,
representing Aioloi, 01- Aiolians ; the clans and sections
called Jhna or 'ITsna, Javana or Yavana by the Hindus,
: ~ n dYilnus by the hIusalmans, representing the Ibnoi, or
Ionians ; the clans called BAi, BAG, and BAizi, representing
the Boibtioi, or Beotians, for though in iny " Inquiry "I have
entered the name as B&>,dropping the affix -22 or -&lied, as
there explained, I sl~ouldstate that the name is invariably,
so far as I am aware, met with as B%izi,and I cannot cite
a single instance of its appearing as Bdi-kltel, though I
know of no reason why it should not so occur also. Besides these names commonly found amongst the clans and
sections of most of the Pathaii tribes, there are, doubtless,
others which have escaped my notice. I have, in my
"Inquiry," suggested the connection of the BBrak, or BBrakzi,
tribe of the Durani Afghan-the tribe of the ruling BBrakzi
Amir of Kabul-with
the Baraki above mentioned, the
representatives of the Greek BBrkai or BBrlmans, of
K y r h i : ; and should further research establish the reality
of such connection, we must reckon the Bhrakzi also as
of Greek ancestry, the remotest of all to be found in the
country.
Regarding the other tribes, and the origin of the name
Afghan, I must refer to the " Inquiry" itself; for my introductoryfrdcis has already much exceeded the limit a t first
fixed ; and in now concluding my remarks, I would beg it
to be understood that my " Inquiry" is what that word
signifies, and by no means pretends to a complete elucidation of the ethnography of Afghanistan. T h e " Inquiry"
contains what I have been able to put together in some
sort of connected order in the course of a hasty gallop
against time over the length and breadth of the wide area
of the ancient Ariana, snatching up here and there, whereever recognised, stray relics of the inhabitants of long bygone ages, and tacking them on, wherever they seemed
t o fit, t o those now dwelling in their former occupancies.
Such a proceeding on unknown ground would have been

venturesome indeed ; but being acquainted inore or less
with much of the region traversed in our excursion, I venture to hope the results which I have here set forth will
not prove altogether profitless, even if they serve no other
purpose than to show others where lies a field for most
interesting research alike to the ethnologist and the
antiquary.
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